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Notes from Ms. Sharon
When the Meadowlark team gathered around the
table in Jill’s Room mid-winter, after Christmas
break, after semester exams — when the milestones
ahead seemed visible: seniors waiting news from
colleges, Capstone students digging after sources,
high school travel to the Balkans — the path ahead
was well-lit and and recognizable. As it was for
Middle School and all the younger Meadow
students, teachers, and parents. When everything
changed, Meadow adapted. Teachers learned
Google Classroom, students learned that although
many things were diﬀerent, many things were the
same: the familiar smiling faces of teachers, science
fair, the reading, homework, and excitement of
learning. Parents learned to share workspace with
students in many new ways. The Meadowlark staﬀ
which brings all high school students into a shared
collaborative eﬀort has also been adept at working
diﬀerently. High school is, after all, the last
stepping stone before our young adults move into a
world requiring flexibility, adaptability, and
collaboration. So, high school students worked
around many tables from many homes, and
gathered the gems readers will find here. The
Meadowlark staﬀ wants to thank all the families
who learned new dimensions of patience, the
teachers who continue to encourage academic and
artistic endeavors, and the many talented students
who contributed. It has been a pleasure to watch
this group work together to collect and present to
you this online issue, the Spring 2020, Meadowlark.
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Journal Entry by Grace S.
In my writing, I've always dreamed about going into the future. I wanted to find the
latest tech, and say that I invented it myself. I wanted to do it so bad, because I am just a
poor farmer boy. It would let money come in so pop could pay
the bills, even more, it would make us able to have a way for
money to come in.
In 2029, July 4, when everyone was celebrating the 4th
of July, I snuck away into the field. I watched from behind the
trees, and a flying saucer dropped a small device onto my head.
It looked similar to a pot, but was covered with buttons. I
wondered what was it? I pressed a button, and I heard a noise
similar to smacking.
About a minute later, I found myself face to face with a
fur trapper. He spoke French, I believe. He said: bonjour, mon
ami, mon nom est Henry Smith, je négocierai beaucoup avec
vous, un sou pour une fourrure de lapin est-ce un oui? (Hello,
my name is Henry Smith, and I will give you a great bargain, a
penny for a rabbit fur, is it a yes?) I then said in english, I can’t
understand you. I then pressed a button on the pot-like object
labeled: quadraginta quattuor milia futurum. (Four-thousandArtwork by Dani P.
forty in the future.)
Then, I heard the smacking noise again, but, as the latin
said, 4040 I then realized how foolish I was. I have a time machine, it will sell for more than
anything else. 10 years, later, in 2039, I was famous. The bills were paid, and everyone had a
time machine.
THE END!
Artwork by Kyle M.
Grapes of Wrath Essay by Ammar A.
As one of Americas’ most influential and
controversial novels of all time, while being banned in
multiple libraries and schools across the nation, John
Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath breaks societal norms and
sheds light onto the dangerous and poverty-stricken lives of
migrant farmers in America. Written in 1939, the story
focuses on the Joads, a family of eleven moving to
California, where there was rumored opportunity for work
and a better life. On their journey, they encounter many
trials and tribulations that either bring the family together,
or tear them apart. Amongst all this conflict, one character
stands out as the most dynamic of the family. Ma Joad, who
is seen by some to be the protagonist, is displayed in the
early parts of the story as being a little on the reclusive side. In the 1930s, during which the
novel takes place, women were subordinate to the male in the family. Wives would comfort
husbands and daughters would cater to brothers; nothing more. Steinbeck breaks social
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norms by making Ma assert her dominance when the family
was in need of leadership.
Towards the beginning of the novel, Ma was
introduced as being tough and devoted to her family. In a
time of heavy gender inequality, having a strong female
character was unusual in literature or society. The audience
learns of a story about Ma’s strength early in the book.
During a quarrel with a tin peddler, Ma attacked him with a
chicken, instead of using the ax (which she didn’t realize
was in her other hand). Not many women could get away
with beating a man with a chicken without being severely
punished. Another example of Ma’s strength and caring is
displayed in an occurrence with a store owner. In this part
of the story, Ma encounters a store owner who was over
charging her. At first, Ma showed her strength by yelling at
Artwork by Henry W.
the store owner for trying to steal her money. However, she
soon realizes that he is only overcharging her because it is
the only way he can support his business. After seeing Ma’s
soft side, the owner ended up paying for her out of his own pocket.
Chapter 18 reflects a pivotal stage in the life of Ma Joad. In this section, while
nearing the California border, the family loses a third member. After Grampa Joad died of a
stroke, and the family dog was run over, Granma Joad soon died.
Although the cause of her death isn’t specified in detail, it is said
that she had died of old age and a broken heart from loss. The
Artwork by Madelyn G.
reason Granma’s death was even more traumatic for Ma, was she
had to spend the night with her corpse in order to avoid any
conflict at the California border. Ma had to convince the rest of
the family that her mother-in-law was still alive; and just resting.
It wasn’t until the end of the chapter that Ma admits to Pa (her
husband) that Granma had passed. “Ma raised her eyes and
looked over the valley. Ma Said,“Granma’s dead… The family
looked at Ma with a little terror at her strength.”(228)
Ma’s decisiveness, strength, and love for the family
makes her emerge as a strong leader. In chapter 20, Ma and Pa
began to quarrel, which resulted in Ma stepping up and making
the family decisions, and Pa stepping back. Pa exclaims, "Funny!
Woman takin' over the fambly. Woman sayin' we'll do this here,
an' we'll go there. An' I don' even care" (224). Even though this
intense argument and physical threats were supposed to make Ma back down, she did not.
This major role change is just one example of how Steinbeck creates a controversial and
paradoxical concept of having a woman be a major character in a story. As Pa becomes more
and more reclusive because his masculinity was challenged, Ma becomes a major character in
the story.
Throughout The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck continues to display the power of
women through Ma’s character. Because the family had endured so many waves of conflicts
on their way to a rumored better life, Ma continued to step up and lead the family. From
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staying on the reclusive side in the beginning, she has endured enough to the point where
she is confident in her decision making and is listened to by the whole family. Steinbeck
introduces this new ideas of feminism through The Grapes of Wrath. However, the novel is
banned in some schools and libraries to this very day. To deprive people of stories sending
messages of woman empowerment, overcoming diﬃculties, and accurate historical accounts
of a region should not be allowed. Stories with these attributes should be celebrated around
the world.

Short Story by Cash S.
Once upon a time there was a snake. His name was
Slither. He loved to eat small mammals like pygmy
shrews, rats, and other vertebrates. He loved his home in
the biggest tree, the Kapok tree. It had many other
animals in it. One day a man came and chopped it down.
That is the end.

Science fair report by Elizabeth G.
The parasite Toxoplasma gondii is commonly found in cats. Both domesticated and
undomesticated felines are only the hosts, but it doesn't aﬀect them. When the parasite gets
spread to mice, it aﬀects their brains and their hardwired fear of cats. This parasite could
cause much worse things than just mice being unafraid of cats. When the mice become
attracted to the cats, they can be easily killed, and it will bring down the whole mouse
population. That can aﬀect other animals such as birds and coyotes since one of their
primary food sources is mice.
The parasite, when in a cat's intestine, is the only place it can complete its lifecycle.
Once it gets passed on to the mice, it aﬀects their amygdala, the part of their brain for fear
and emotion processing. Then the mice no longer have a fear of cats and some other natural
predators. The mice also get a weird attraction to cats. Even once there is no detection of
the parasite left in the mouse's brain, the is permanently changed not to have a fear of cats.
Once Toxoplasma gondii gets inside a brain, it can install itself within neurons and
create dormant cysts. In this form, it can stay with a host for its entire life. Some scientists
have suggested that the parasite then releases substances that aﬀect specific parts of the
brain, like those involved in fear. The parasite's presence is unnecessary. Even if rodents no
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longer show traces of the parasite, they're still unafraid of cats and cat smells. Whatever
Toxoplasma gondii does, it seems to do it permanently.
Infected mice spent more time in areas that were out in the open, exposed places
that uninfected mice usually avoid. The extent of mice’s infections, measured by the load of
parasite cysts in the brain, seemed to track with the behavior changes, the researchers
report. People can become infected with
Toxoplasma gondii, though usually not as severely
Photo by Elizabeth H.
as mice. Some studies have hinted, however, at
links between the parasite and human behaviors
such as inattention and suicide, as well as mental
disorders such as schizophrenia.
Toxoplasma gondii a parasite commonly found in
cats that can deeply aﬀect mice, humans, and
other animals. If too many mice get this parasite
it could endanger other species food sources or
give them an easy meal which can still lead to a
lesser mouse population. It gives mice an innate
fear of their natural predators. In some cases, it
can cause people inattention and suicide, mental
disorders like schizophrenia.
The Cloud Jumpers by John T.
“Watch where you're going,” a Contrarian Guard said angrily to a mysterious figure.
“My apologies,” he said in return. He then turned to the guard and said with a deep voice,
“Do you know who I am? I’m the Juggernaut.” He then grew twice his size and started to
tear the city apart. Just a refresh, the Juggernaut is a superhuman who can destroy anything
his helmet comes in contact with. The only way to stop him is to get the helmet oﬀ his
head.
Back to the story. The Juggernaut was about to take out a bank when all of a sudden,
someone got in his way and knocked the titan to the ground. Then, a robot like voice said,
“You will cease this destruction.” “Under whose order?” Juggernaut said angrily. “Under the
order of a linquay warrior,” said the figure. The Juggernaut replied,” I will never yield to the
likes of you.” The warrior said, “I will fix your temper.” Then the brute ran at the warrior,
head first. He was feet away from impact when the warrior summoned a hammer of ice,
knocking the helmet right oﬀ of the Juggernaut’s head. And the linquay left with these
words, ” Your obstinance leaves you cold.” The warrior left on his ship. He was later attacked
by Tatari soldiers. He has been running from Tatari for years. The reason is he froze the
princess by mistake. So, he went to a craftsman named Weldroen, a giant dwarf on a dying
star called Nebled Blir. That's how he has his armor made from frost giant hide, his ice
hammer, frost gong, his frost blades, and his name. He was cold so they called him Sub-zero.
Anyway, back to the story. He was shot down on the planet Zandar and had a run in with the
Tatari. He was almost defeated when both soldiers suddenly fell on the ground. He turned
around and there was a symbiote on a wendigos shoulders. The linquay got on his feet and
6
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Little bird
hops down for a treat
with teensy tiny
dainty feet
bouncy and ruffled
beak to the ground
a jerk, a tug;
something’s been found!
Journal Excerpt by Ava R.
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thanked his mysterious friends. “Hold it right there,” an
echoing voice said. They turned around and there were three
ships. It was the Nova Core, the protectors of Zandar. Subzero, along with the windigo and symbiote, was put in Zandar’s
prison. “Well, this is annoying,” Zero exclaimed angrily. Then
the symbiote said, “Hey don't worry I’ve broken out of worse
places than this.” All three of them were taken to be examined.
“Sub-zero,” a prison guard yelled. Another prison guard said,
“height;5.6ft weight 157 lbs, status-bounty hunter. windigo
height 9.6ft weight 567 lbs. symbiote height 3.6ft weight 68
lbs.” The wendigo said, “I am Jyut.” “We get it,” Zero says with
an annoyed attitude.”No dummy,” the symbiote says. “That's all
he can say but he is actually talking. You just don't understand
him.” The tree then says angrily, “I am Jyut,,” then broke a hole
in the prison. Then, they ran to the ship and escaped Zandar’s
forces. They lived the rest of their lives collecting bounty and
saving the galaxy for years to come. The end

To Build a Fire Essay by Grace B.
The story, To Build a Fire, by Jack London, follows the journey of a man and his dog
through the frigid Yukon Valley. The narrator paints vivid images of the frost-covered man
both physically and mentally. In the story the man seems to exist in his own world because
there are no other people around him, the only
companion he has is a dog. Throughout the story
the unnamed man often reminds himself of what
is at his destination. In order to continue he
thinks of his destination and the people that he
will see. The world around him is, in my opinion,
not cruel but it is indiﬀerent, nature doesn’t care
whether he lives or dies. I agree with Source B
that there is an existential theme at the heart of
the story. The theme is emphasized by his
thoughts and the desolate landscape around him.
The protagonist's body is constantly
battling against nature, while his mind is not
thinking about what is going on around him. The
reader learns about the man’s appearance and
Artwork by Damian N.
thoughts, or rather that he has no thoughts. He is
unaware of the weather that he is walking in and
doesn’t seem to care about the eﬀects of it. The narrator emphasizes the point that he isn’t
indiﬀerent to the cold because he is seasoned, but because he has no imagination. “He was
quick and alert in the things in life, but only in the things, and not the
significance” (London). The beginning of the story tells the audience that the man doesn’t
see the importance of the journey of life because he is too focused on the destination. As he
walks through the valley he pays no attention to the nature around him unless it is in his
7
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pathway. For example, he pays no attention to the cold until it inhibits his ability to build a
fire. He expects the trees around him to provide material for his fire and to act as shelter
from the wind and cold. He uses the resources nature
provides for him, but doesn’t respect them.
Existentialism is shown by the protagonist's
indiﬀerence to the world around him through his
thoughts and actions.
Herbert Spencer described evolution as
the progressive development of the physical world
and the human mind (Wikipedia). The evolution of
humans has led to less dependence on the natural
world, which is shown in the story when the
protagonist sees nature as his enemy instead of a
friend. The man is too busy focusing on himself to
respect and appreciate what is around him and
happening at any specific moment. His only
Artwork by Ella B.
companion in the story is a dog that he doesn’t care
much about, which creates a feeling of loneliness. The
dog is also more connected to nature than the man and is only with the man because he can
provide fires. He treks across a vast, empty, and trying landscape with no one to talk to.
Isolation is a key theme in the story and it is emphasized by describing the expansive land
that his independent journey is taking place on. The land is frozen, colored by shades of
white and grey, which creates a feeling of emptiness. The man seems to be in his own world,
one that is desolate and void of human interaction. The only thing that keeps him going is
the thought of his destination.
Throughout the journey the man’s
ultimate destination stays the same, but
Artwork by Damian N., Isaac C., and Joseph M.
he must reach other destinations first. He
walks carefully in areas when he senses
danger, but ultimately falls through the
ice when he least expects it. As a result
his only chance of survival is by building a
successful fire. His journey has led him to
stray from his original destination.
Nature snuﬀs out his fire and he is unable
to fight back because of the bitter cold.
Along the journey the man learns that he
cannot beat nature and accepts that he
will never reach his original destination.
The man began the journey with one goal
in mind and he wasn’t going to let anything stop him. He shows growth in the end when he
accepts that his actions have led to his death. For example, he finally admits that the oldtimer on Sulfur Creek was right about the dangers of the cold. His journey ends when he
drifts oﬀ into eternal sleep, but he finds warmth in death. The dog leaves once the man can
no longer provide for him showing that nature will continue on just as it did before.
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Story Time by Jonas B.
Once upon a time there was a little village. In this village there lived an old lady
whom the children would often visit for her stories. One of her stories went like this.
Once upon a time there was a man who lived in a telephone booth. They say if you
called him he would tell you a story. One of his stories went like this.
Once upon a time…..
One eternity of stories like these later….
….and that was the best pie he ever had.
THE END

Existentialism is at the heart of the story and that is evident because of the protagonist's
thoughts and the landscape.
The Lonely Llama by Carolyn L.
Once there was a lonely llama. His name was Derek. He lived all alone in his huge
mansion. He wasn’t always so lonely, he used to have 3 friends. One was a chicken named
Albert, one was a lizard named Juan, and one was a bee named Asia. This is the story of how
Derek lost his friends.
Derek the llama worked for a construction site. His friends worked there too. They
all lived together in Derek’s huge mansion. Everyday they drove to work together and came
home together in Derek’s lamborghini. Derek’s friends always wondered how he was so rich
since he was just a simple construction worker, but no one ever figured it out, not even
Derek himself.
The day Derek lost his friends started out just like any other day. They drove to work
together and a couple hours later they ate lunch together. They were filling in a new house's
driveway with concrete. Derek was in charge of controlling the concrete pouring machine.
Derek's friends were in charge of smoothing out the concrete at the bottom. Derek was
starting to pour the concrete when suddenly he got an email. It was from his parents, who
abandoned him as a child. He was shocked when he got the email because he had never
heard from them before. He immediately stopped paying attention to everything around
him. What he didn’t realize was that the machine was still pouring concrete. As Derek was
reading the email, his friends were smoothing out the concrete as it was coming out of the
machine. The email said that Derek’s parents were famous musicians, Dolly Parton and
Jason Derulo.That is why he was so rich. The reason they abandoned him as a child was
because their manager told them that if they had a child their music careers would end.
After they abandoned Derek, they later found out that the only reason their manager told
them that was because he was in love with Dolly!
As Derek finished reading the email he started to again become aware of his
surroundings. He started to hear his friends yelling at him to turn the machine oﬀ. When he
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looked out the window he saw his friends drowning in the concrete. Derek immediately
stopped the machine and ran down to his friends. When he got there it was too late and his
friends had drowned. Derek still thinks about his friends to this day. Hopefully one day he
will be reunited with them.
Poem Analysis by Elizabeth H.
South of the Loop, a woodcut print by Charles
Turzak, is a good visual representation of Carl
Sandburg’s poem Chicago. The artwork depicts a dark,
industrial cityscape, which seems at the same time
menacing and inviting. The first part of the poem
describes the evils of Chicago ─ “[t]hey tell me you are
wicked and I believe them... they tell me you are
crooked and I answer: Yes” (Sandburg, 1, 4). This theme
is seen in the dark colors and foreboding clouds that
hang over the city in the artwork, and is emphasized in
the poem through anaphora. The rest of the poem has a
very proud tone, and describes Chicago’s fierceness and
power as “Player with Railroads and Freight Handler to
Artwork by Niko L.
the Nation” (Sandburg, 26-27). The artwork also
emphasizes the city’s railroads, which can be seen in the
foreground. The buildings in the woodcut appear packed
together, almost stacked on top of one another, just as the city’s various names are
catalogued in the poem. South of the Loop is a monochromatic piece of art, done all in
brown, but there are clear details that are light or dark ─ much like the contrasts seen in
Chicago. The light that can be seen in the windows of skyscrapers in the woodcut, for
example, matches the color of the sky and seems to be a sign of hope amongst the dark
smokestacks. Similarly, in the poem, the city is described as “[u]nder the smoke, dust all over
his mouth, laughing with/ white teeth” (Sandburg, 18-19). Just as Carl Sandburg’s Chicago
reflects the speaker’s pride in the city despite its wickedness, Turzak’s artwork shows two
sides to an industrial city, its power and its darkness.
Character Analysis by Lily K.
Steinbeck’s novel, The Grapes of Wrath, portrays the conditions many tenant
farmers were faced with during the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl. The focus of the
novel is the Joad family, who are travelling from Oklahoma to California to find work and
stable living conditions. The book begins with Tom Joad, the protagonist, being released
from prison on parole. He is very focused on himself and doesn’t know how much has
changed since he went to prison. When he understands that his family is being forced oﬀ of
their land and has to sell everything, he declares that he must live in the present and “jus’
take ever’ day” (91). Later in the story, Tom begins to stand up for others and develops the
characteristics of a reliable leader. Throughout the novel, Tom’s conscience is changed from
that of a loner, who only focused on his interests, to that of someone who becomes a leader
of the family and has influence on other tenant farmers who are forced to move West.
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Tom develops into a leader of the family because of the conditions they are faced
with. He comes home to his family who have to sell everything and are being forced out of
their home. Losing Noah, Grampa, Granma, the Wilsons, Connie, and Casy also makes him
more determined to care about the family that is travelling with him. The family unit
continues to fall apart when Noah decides to live on the river alone. Tom appreciates Ma’s
strength and determination to get the family
through the desert in California when she lies
Artwork by Jack S.
next to Granma's dead body all night just so
they aren't delayed. Tom understands that he
must support Ma and help her strengthen the
family unit. He has to keep the family in check
and make sure everyone is taken care of. Al, for
example, wants to spend money that he kept
hidden from the family on beer, but Tom
assures him it is a bad idea and they can't aﬀord
to make foolish decisions. Moving West makes
him see how horribly people are being treated
by the California landowners and the people of
power. He concludes that he must lead the
family and become a role model for everyone
because they need to stay a unit to have any
power against the elites.
Tom is quick to act and is almost always
controlled by his anger. His anger led him to kill a man and get sent to jail, prior to the
beginning of the novel. One of his biggest fears is that he will lose control of his anger and
react poorly to a situation he is faced with. In Chapter 20, Tom declares that he won't let his
family get pushed around and treated poorly like all of the other migrant workers in
California. A man tries to explain the conditions the workers are faced with and Tom replies:
“I ain't gonna take it. Goddamn it, I an' my folks ain't no sheep. I'll kick the hell outta
somebody” (247). Tom begins to develop a sense of pride and is acting on behalf of his entire
family, trying to ensure their safety. He begins to
understand that the migrants can't be submissive
Photo by Ammar A.
to the elites and need to form a unit to fight
against the injustices they are faced with.
Tom has also become a leader and advocate for all
of the workers in California. He has developed this
philosophy because of Reverend Jim Casy, whom
he had re-encountered immediately after he was
released from prison. Casy emphasizes that a
human being, when acting alone, can only create a
small eﬀect on the world, but when people work
together, progress can be made. Casy ends up
devoting himself to all humans and Tom begins to
understand his mentor’s viewpoint on life. After
travelling around, Casy begins to realize that
“maybe all men got one big soul ever'body's a part
11
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of ” (24). He understands that humans share common experiences and that feelings such as
greed divide civilization. Tom is motivated to spread Casy's message and becomes the deep
thinker of the family after Casy takes the fall for him and goes to jail in his place. Casy and
Tom both injure a cop after the cop shoots someone, but Casy immediately tells the oﬃcers
that it was him and not Tom. Tom begins to think more before he acts, but this is also
because Ma holds him back from always fighting when he gets angered by the way the elites
are treating his family. He slowly begins to realize that “the folks here [are] scared of us
people comin’ west” because they are worried they will lose what they have (251). Tom
decides that the only way the migrants can rise up against their oppressors is if they take
care of each other as if they are one big family.
Tom finds his strength because of the hardships he and his family are faced with
while moving West. He begins to understand the importance of not only the family unit, but
also a migrant workers unit as a whole. He becomes a strong leader and advocate for the
Joad family, but also begins to follow in Casy's footsteps, unifying all workers. Throughout
the novel, Tom becomes less isolated from his family and learns how to think deeply about
the problems he is faced with before his anger causes him to act. Casy motivates Tom to
connect the people and spread the philosophy that all humans share common experiences
and feelings. Tom becomes a leader of the family, while also becoming a leader in society,
combating the injustices the migrants are faced with.

Hi my name is Tino. My research project is on the
Golden Poison Frog. It is a tailless amphibian and it
lays eggs. It grows 55 millimeters. It eats insects. It
lives in the Colombian Rainforest. It’s enemies are
snakes. It’s golden and bumpy and it is poisonous.
Thank you for reading.
Artwork by Tino B.

Research by Tino B.

Richard Cory Analysis by Ammar K.
In the poem Richard Cory by Edwin Arlington Robinson, the protagonist, Richard
Cory is described as being a true gentleman; well dressed, handsome, and wealthy. The
townspeople/narrator idolize and wish they could be him. Throughout the poem, the
narrator uses the word “We”; for example, “We people on the pavement looked at
him” (Line 2). This gives the impression of unity with the townspeople. It also gives the
eﬀect of making the audience feel included in the story. In the song Richard Cory by Simon
and Garfunkel, the artists replaced the word “We” with “I”. While singing, they put an
emphasis on the word, giving the eﬀect of urgency and standing out to the listener. Both
12
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versions also use a literary device called anaphora, in which a word or phrase is repeated in
order to give a dramatic mood to the song. Garfunkel and Simon repeat the phrases "And I
curse” and “And I wish” (chorus). In the song Richard Cory, the tone seems to be more
violent and resentful towards the protagonist. However, this is diﬀerent from Robinson’s
version, where Richard Cory is mostly described as a well mannered gentleman. It wasn’t
until the end that the reader finds out the townspeople
actually do not like the protagonist because they
struggle and he doesn't. The poem ends with the quote
“And went without the meat, and cursed the bread;And
Richard Cory, one calm summer night, Went home and
put a bullet through his head” (line 14-17). In the end,
we find out that the narrator was actually jealous of the
protagonist and wanted to be in his place. However,
Richard Cory also ends up killing himself one night,
which introduces the idea that maybe you cannot buy
happiness. Robinson uses situational irony, in which
something happens that the audience was not
expecting, to shock the reader and teach them the
Artwork by Amelia H., Leah G.,
lesson that people aren’t always what they seem like
Carly G., and Malena
from the outside. There is no way of knowing
someone’s true inner feelings without them really
expressing it. The entire poem, the unreliable narrator
and the reader both thought that Richard Cory was a well oﬀ man with the perfect life.
However, the poem’s ending told a diﬀerent story. Even though the protagonist had charm
and was considered valuable for his wealth, true value and happiness can’t be bought and is
measured by the amount of lives you have changed for the better.
Tatum and Lily’s Appealing Trip Through Space by Tatum W. and Lily J.
It all started when Tatum asked if I was willing to go to space with her. Knowing all
the cool planets and shooting stars we would see I said “sure why not!” Later that month we
were packing up getting ready to start another adventure. We hugged our moms and dads
goodbye and got ready for take oﬀ. Once we got on the spaceship the crew said buckle up
and hold on tight! 3…..2...1… blast oﬀ and here we go, they were right, we really did need to
hold on extra tight. After about an hour of Tatum and I screaming and laughing at the same
time we were only 7 hours away, so close but yet so far away. We decided to name the stars
we saw Polaris and Sirius stars and even got a glimpse of the little and big dipper. Did you
know that stars shine because of nuclear fusion in their cores. Stars have a layered structure,
they conduct energy through their radiative zones and their conventions zones and release
the energy at their photospheres. Also, did you know that astronomers measure distances in
space in astronomical units and in light years! We even got caught in some solar wind. In
case you didn’t know what solar wind is, solar wind is charged particles that stream
continually away from the sun creating solar wind. It felt like an earthquake except we were
in the middle of space not on earth so I don't know how an earthquake would occur. We
were now 3 hours into the trip and were about to go sightseeing on mars, although there
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wasn’t much to see. When we stopped we noticed something, other humans were on the
planet. But as we leaned in closer we realized those human figures were pink and had oval
noses and then all of a sudden I heard yelling “ Peppa what are you doing in mars”? Peppa
just snorted and then papa pig and George pig came out and waved their paws. As we left
mars we noticed all the eye catching
physical and characteristic features. The
craters were crisp and the color was
Artwork by Mitchell B.
bright and optimistic. On the way to
Jupiter we saw a nebula explode. It was
crazy.The next stop was Jupiter. This time
instead of Peppa it was Elmo and his late
night talk show live on Jupiter. I asked
what he was doing here and he replied “
trying to get more views”. I was like that's
a good idea! Then we blasted oﬀ that
planet. We just wanted a nice relaxing
planet so we headed to Pluto when we got
oﬀ this time there was no Elmo, or Peppa and her dad to greet us. Finally, I'm so glad we can
just sit here and look at the galaxies which consist of gas , dust and billions of stars all held
together by wonderful gravity . It’s a small part of the Milky Way Galaxy. Today the galaxies
are divided into four main groups, spiral barred spiral, irregular and elliptical. After our
beautiful sightseeing detour we are ready to turn back home.
We were passing Jupiter and waved by to Elmo and then
mars to say bye to Peppa then,we saw the rest of the milky
Artwork by Dani P.
way and even a sunspot! Me and Tatum started singing the
little Einsteins theme song and before we knew it we were
home. Yayyyyy! I will never miss my proper bed again, that’s a
promise.
Catching Santa by Kira M. and Olive A.
It was the night before Christmas and Emma, John, and
Mia were fast asleep dreaming of presents. Emma started to
wake up and that woke Mia up. They went downstairs and
saw santa. They went to him and said “boo.” Then Santa
disappeared. They were so surprised, so they went upstairs
and woke John, their older brother. He did not believe them
so they set up traps so they could get a picture. They brought
their sleeping bags and food downstairs. That night, the bells
rang. Mi, Emma, and John woke up. They looked up at the
camera and saw Santa and then went back to bed. The next morning they went into the
living room to look at the video and open presents. When they looked at the video, they
actually saw Santa!!! The next morning they had presents and a video of Santa. The end
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Grapes of Wrath Essay by Grace B.
In the novel Grapes of Wrath, written by John Steinbeck, the Joad family migrates across
the western United States into California. During the Great Depression, the time period the
story is set in, thousands of families like the Joads moved to California
in hopes of finding a better life as they had been promised by
advertisements. Today, a similar situation is present in the US, as
Poem by Niko L.
migrants both legal and illegal settle here from Latin American
countries. Just as the Joad family was stereotyped and mistreated
Hockey is fun
present day immigrants face equivalent challenges. Both legal and
You don't run
illegal immigrants from Latin American countries face hardships
It’s not in the sun
similar to those encountered by the Joad family.
Everyone can have fun
Millions of immigrants enter the United States each year on
I'm number sixty-one
green cards, visas, or illegally. The large number of immigrants is
If it's overdone
caused by multiple reasons including turmoil in their home country
You won't have fun
due to the government, gang violence, or environmental conditions.
Immigration to the US may also be spurred by lack of job availability
in a person's country or region. The Joad family represents a larger
group of people, during the dust bowl, who were forced to move from their home land in
order to find jobs because there were none in Oklahoma. The Joad family followed the
masses to California where there were allegedly
numerous jobs and opportunities to gain wealth.
Migrants throughout the 1900s to today have been
lured to places such as California by misleading jobs
advertisements, which promise many opportunities and
living wages. A handbill distributed to migrants in
Arizona during the dust bowl advertised heavy picking,
good camps, several months work, and thousands of
openings. Families like the Joads during the Great
Depression experienced low paying wages and
inhumane working conditions because they held no
power. Today, businesses and people with power are able
to oﬀer migrants and aliens little to no money to work
dangerous jobs. Less than a year ago five poultry plants
were raided by ICE. The companies had been
employing undocumented workers from Mexico and
Guatemala “for the purpose of commercial advantage or
Artwork by Kate S.
private financial gain.(The Washington Post)”
Immigrants are willing to do dangerous jobs that most
residents aren’t and accept inhuman conditions.
As more and more immigrants settle and build lives in America, tensions continue to
rise. Some people living in America are opposed to immigrants coming from Latin and
Central America and the issue is exacerbated by the large number of illegal immigrants.
Some people are anti-immigrant because they are worried that immigrants will take all of
the jobs, while others are concerned because of preexisting stereotypes of hispanic people.
Prejudices against immigrants continues to be an issue today as it was during the time of the
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Joad family. When the Joad family arrived in California they became aware of the hatred
towards migrants. The police and wealthy people that lived in California believed the
stereotype that the people from Oklahoma were dirty, lazy,
and stupid. Police would break up camps of migrants
because they looked grimy and residents of the area believed
Artwork by Easton K.
the camps were a threat to their safety. People started
expressing their resentment towards migrants by using
demeaning slang terms much like they do today. ‘Okies’
became a condescending term used to belittle the proud
people from Oklahoma. There are many terms that are used
today to oﬀend and ridicule immigrants from Latin America
as well as other people of color.
During the dust bowl thousands of families migrated
from the great plains to California to escape drought and
depleted farmlands. They had hoped to find jobs and create
better lives for their children, but were instead greeted by
unwelcoming residents, scarce and low paying jobs, and
starvation. Now, millions of immigrants from Mexico and
other Latin American countries enter the United States each
year in order to escape unsafe living conditions and oﬀer
their children opportunities in life. They, like the Joad family,
aren’t greeted with open arms, and face many diﬃculties
such as hate crimes and low paying jobs. A lot has changed in the US regarding immigration
and internal migration since the dust bowl, yet immigrants from Latin American countries
face hardships similar to those encountered by the Joad family.
The Ragdoll by John T.
“I love it”, the lady said. “Let's go, we must get ready for your party”, the butler said.
They left the room but little did they know something else was in that room with them. As
the door closed the largest presents top was pushed oﬀ and out climbed a leg, then an arm,
then the rest of its body as sounds of organs bruising
and bones breaking as the character snapped back into
place. The figure progressed to where the crystal
Story by Cash S.
necklace was kept; the figure noticed that the box was
locked, so he laid his hand on the table and smashed
Once upon a time there was a half
all but his thumb and slid his fingers through the
rainbow. It rained and was sunny and
under crack of the jewelry box, then it opened then he
still it’s a half rainbow. One day it turned
took the necklace and headed for a window. The
into a whole rainbow. The End.
woman came back to grab her bag but turned to see
someone there and told them to stop. The figure
stopped but turned his head backwards and said mozel
tov. Then jumped away as the lady screamed in fear.
That’s how the story started. They soon called him the
ragdoll.
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Spaggoti by Eli M. and Jack S.
Spaghetti is the best
It's better than the rest
It goes well with chicken breast
And some basil
Spaghetti is blessed
It has extra zest
You should find it in a chest
It's a lot more funner than chess
And you can give it to a guest
I eat it when I'm stressed
Spaghetti can't be messed
With
They eat it in the west
I ate it and confessed
I resisted an arrest
I ate it nonetheless
I ate it in a test
After I made some
Bets
I found some in a nest
I suggest

Nobody can detest
It
I eat it while undressed
I like to ingest
Spaghett
I am completely obsessed
My house just got repossessed
You do not dare digress
Without it I get unrest
The police give me duress
My mom just oppressed
Me
This is a great palimpsest.
Spaghetti is great
This is not up for debate
Spaghetti will create free real estate
Spaghetti always will await
You eat it on a date at 8
They need a spaghetto interstate
I never wanna be late
They might even have it in Kuwait
Spaghetti is just great

Game Contestant by Kate S.
The game contestant moved in closer, and shook gently. Somehow, he once again
knew the words. He said them timidly, his legs weak. They all stared. Their gleaming eyes
shone in the stage lights. A low buzzing filled the room. It got louder. Suddenly, silence. “You
have completed the game.” They spoke at once. The game contestant stood, paralyzed on
the stage, knowing his fate. The lights turned oﬀ. Silence again. “The game..” They came
closer. Constantly moving in. Grey clawed hands gripped the stage like vines. They ran up
the stage like spiders. They leaped over the edge, desperate to capture their prey. They
closed in on him. His violent screams echoed through the empty room. He had lost the
game.
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Story by Carly G.
Once upon a time there was a girl and her name
was Carly. Carly was a powerful girl. Carly had powers
like breathing fire, walking on water, and putting spells
on people. One morning a young boy was sitting on a
large rock. This little boy was sad, so Carly went to
help. Carly asked if the little boy was okay and. The boy
was not. Then Carly asked for his name. He replied it
was Matt. Then Carly and Matt heard an army of men
and they were bad. Then they took Carly and Matt
away! They were never seen again.
Research Paper Conclusion by Elizabeth H.
This study examined the photographic
representation and portrayal of female athletes on the
Photo by Luis T.
new media, specifically on the Sports Illustrated
Instagram page. To study representation, 314 photos
were systematically selected from the account’s posts in 2019 and divided into those
featuring female athletes and those featuring male athletes. After conducting the study, it
was found that approximately 4.5% of the photos featured female athletes and 95.5%
featured male athletes. These results show strong evidence of underrepresentation of female
athletes on this particular new media sports account. To study portrayal, 93 photos of female
athletes and 94 photos of male athletes were categorized using the active/passive dichotomy.
This part of the study found that women were
consistently more likely to be portrayed in passive
positions than men. These findings suggest that
At any moment the cloud could
stereotyping and misrepresentation of female athletes is
change its shape or the direction in
also present on this sports account. Another significant
which it travels. I wonder what it
finding of the study was that when pictures of women
were posted by Sports Illustrated, it was often because
would feel like to travel
the athletes were involved in a large international event
weightlessly through the sky.
such as the Olympics, while men were generally depicted
in regular-season play. Overall, these findings clearly show
Journal Excerpt by Grace B.
both underrepresentation and misrepresentation of
female athletes in photographic new media.
Many previous studies have found both low
coverage and negative portrayal of female athletes in the media, photographic and
otherwise. The significance of this study is that it begins to fill a gap in the literature
regarding the portrayal and representation of female athletes in forms of new media, such as
Instagram. The results of the study suggest that the patterns of stereotyping and
underrepresentation of female athletes may be present in new media just as they are in
traditional media. If this is in fact true, then these results have broader implications for the
world of women in sports, and for our society in general.
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Women in sports have long struggled to be taken seriously and treated as equals to
their male counterparts. Until Title IX was passed in the US in 1972, schools often put more
funding into boys’ sports programs than girls’, which began the pattern of gender inequality
at an early age. Even today in America, men’s professional sports are much more widely
watched and publicized than women’s sports, and men are often
seen as more athletic in general. Low or biased representation of
female athletes in the media is both a result and cause of this
Artwork by Natalie B.
problem; if people don’t hear about women’s sports, they won’t
watch them, and if few people are watching women’s sports then
the media doesn’t want to cover them. If it is true, as this study
suggests, that women continue to be underrepresented and
stereotyped even in new forms of media, it is a sign that our
society isn’t quite as progressive as we might think. Although
women have gained many new rights and freedoms in the past
century ─ both in sports and in society ─ there is still a long way
to go in order to reach true equality.
The results of this study point to several areas that can
be researched in the future. Most generally, there will need to be
many more studies on the representation of female athletes in
the new media, whether in photos, articles, or other formats.
This study only analyzed one account on one form of new
media, so photographic representation and portrayal can be
studied on other social media sites such as Facebook, and
through other methods on Instagram. For example, the results
of the portrayal part of this study might have been diﬀerent if
the researcher had studied athletes’ self-representation, through
photos they post of themselves on Instagram, rather than representation by a media
company. In addition, the findings of this study point to further research related to
representation of women and men by sport. Future studies could examine which sports,
events, or people tend to be overrepresented in photographic coverage of female athletes.
Overall, the results of this study suggest that despite female athletes’ recent advances
toward equality, they are still misrepresented and stereotyped in new forms of media.
Salute by Nolan L.
I entered the Velvet Room. Why is this important? Why does this matter? This room is
sacred. Many events have occurred here. Events important to our system, our species. Our
little crew comes in, cramming into our little box-shaped room, leaning into the velvet red
fabric walls. We stand shoulder to shoulder, fellow citizens united. My citizens! We must
unite. We must head to the Motherworld. OUR Motherworld. We kneel as the baby is
placed onto the pedestal. The pedestal rises and the baby is turned; turned inside-out, skin
and bones, meat exposed. Inverted baby screams in agony, but that is necessary. Our
Mothership is arriving; we can hear it landing close to our exit. Baby keeps screaming, but is
silenced by the engines. We climbed into our little dorms and flew oﬀ. Salute.
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Journal Entry by Macie W.
I feel happy when I’m with my friends. I feel sad when I’m forced to do something. I feel
mad when people are mean to me. I feel excited when I get surprised. I feel curious when
something is new. I feel hilarious when I tell jokes. I feel bored when I have nothing to do. I
feel scared when someone scares me. I feel fine all the time.
Story by John T.

Thought by Luke G.

Chapter 1: wrong place not necessarily wrong time
Our story starts with a young boy from Australia who by
The important thing
mistake was sent to an island in the middle of nowhere. Its name was
about interrupting work
yun yu, which is Portuguese for Purgatory, he was wandering on the
is to not do it.
hills, he didn’t know that this island was having a war. A morter has
was shot and the boy was at the morters ground zero ,the kid curled
up and closed his eyes. Then the boy looked up and there stood a
large tall samurai. It took the mortar shot! The samurai looked at the boy the boy backed up
in fear, then the samurai drew his sword at the boy he slashed right at him, but then the
sword stopped just inches away from his face when he saw the samurai's sword spark the
samurai just chopped debris in half that was about to hit me. After that The samurai helped
me up and then disappeared and a note was left for me it said you will be seeing me in the
not too distant future my young friend. He said take this armor and this sword for
protection.and for your trip i give you magic compass never betray it and you shall never
lose your way And lastly he gave me a horn not one of an animal i have seen like a boar or ox
he said it was a horn of a great white dragon blow it and the dragon will come to your aid in
battle or for fast transportation, on the horn there was black strands of hair it was the hair
of a black pegasus. That was just the start of my
exertion there known and the unknown world.
Artwork by Emma L.
Chapter 2: who what why where when, and who is that
It was 5:00 in the morning and I was on my way
to the beach to catch some fish. I was there for 2 hours
then I got a bite but when I pulled it in it was not a
fish but a map. It told me where to go, it said follow
the wendigo an ancient Snow creature as big as a 2
story house. Then I called my dragon and road
following the frozen lake to a place called Vormiern
the forest of souls.then it led me to a small cave and
what came out was not what I expected, it was a red
samurai it lunged at me with a flaming sword but all of
a sudden the samurai I saw before pushed the red one
over and it said chop chop leave this one be he's just a
boy not a threat to you. Why have you come so far
from home. This boy is looking for the willow
wendigo. I'm sorry ur out of luck the wendigo is dead.
“Dead!? Who killed him?” A demon named Nero. Why
20

Meadow Montessori School

June 2020

did you need the wendigo? The boy needs to learn ice magic and the wendigos magic was all
they had . Actually there's one other who can teach the boy. His name is NightWolf. He
practices many magic tricks but has a certain ice magic I have never seen before.you'll find
him in the ancient moon shard forest about a 2
week flight. Then the two set oﬀ to go find this
Research by Cash S.
ancient forest and its warrior.
Short-Beaked Echidna
Range: Australia, New Guinea, Tasmania
Size: 4.4 to 15.4 pounds (2 to 7 kg)
Diet: Termites, ants, other small
invertebrates
Cool Fact: Echidnas are diggers. They
are also spiny anteaters. Like the
platypus, they use their sensitive snouts
to find food using electrocution. The
egg-laying monotremes are the only
mammals with a sixth sense.

Chapter 3: stop snacking there's a Kraken!
We were traveling for about 3 hours. We had just
reached the steaming ocean when I heard
something in the water. It was a loud echoing roar
that seemed to cause a sinkhole that started to
drag use strait into the eye of it. Then my dragon
fired a stream of light into it and what came out
was large tentacles I couldn't believe it it was a
kraken. With 6 large eyes and a mouth filled with
sharp teeth its body if on land could crush an
entire city into nothing but ruins. I happened to
notice human like figures running and swimming
across the beast. They were the crustonians fish
like people that worshiped the kraken like a god.
But these ones were the warriors they were given
the ability to grow in immense size. The samurai said he would deal with it. He jumped oﬀ
and used a grapple and started to sail the beast then sliced the fish men into large calamari
dishes. Then used a spell called the vengeance of horus.
The Teal Seal’s Adventures In Crazy World by Emma L.

Artwork by Oakley K.

Stormy seals who are all teal worked at Walmart. It was fine
besides being full of magical medication and Meep’s
merchandise. Seems fine to me. Unfortunately, the stormy
seals set the store on fire with a long lovely lightning bolt!
One seal brought a fire hydrant, but left behind the water.
Another brought a red container saying firefighter’s turn, but
it turned out to be spray candy. It made it worse! The
hardware department caught fire, which was really precious
to one of the seals! “No!” yelled the seals. They ran to the
dairy section and started throwing ice cream, milk, chocolate
milk, and body wash on the flames. One seal asked if anyone
wanted body wash shakes, when another said it would taste
good, but wouldn't help. They left the shop and then the end.
Exam Response by Lily K.
John Updike’s story, A&P, shows that social classes alienate people within society.
This can also be seen in Araby, which was written by James Joyce. Both short stories are told
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by young men who are part of the lower class in society and can’t really understand concepts
or ideas that are larger than the small sphere they live in. They both try to break the division
between social classes in society. In both stories, the theme of alienation is similar because
they are both trying to gain attention from the
upper class, but ultimately can’t.
In Araby, the protagonist is going to a bazaar to
buy a gift for a girl he likes. He is alienated before
the bazaar and after. The girl he promised a gift to
pays no attention to him because she is so focused
on her goal of becoming a nun. The protagonist is
also isolated once he goes to the event. He doesn’t
have enough money to buy anything, so the upper
class citizens don't even acknowledge his presence
at the event. The woman selling items rudely asked
him if he was going to buy anything and he felt like
she only spoke to him “out of a sense of duty” (there
Artwork by Zayden M.
aren't numbers on this, but middle of page 4). At
the bazaar, he realizes that humans are driven by
vanity and that you can only advance in this society
if you have money. This shows how social classes alienate people from a larger society.
Alienation is also a theme in the story A&P. The narrator is separated from the girls
in the grocery store because of class. He works at the store to support his parents, but he
puts so much of his eﬀort into getting recognized by the girls. The girls just came from the
beach and are buying “fancy herring snacks” (9). The narrator can already imagine the fancy
parties their family has where people eat herring and
wear bowties. When the manager gets upset with the
girls for wearing their bathing suits in the store, the
Feelings by Jack H.
protagonist tries to be heroic and break social norms,
but it does almost nothing for him. He quits his job
as an act of defiance to stand up for the girls in hopes
I like all the feelings. We need
of being recognized by them, but he just ends up
feelings to live or else where would
alienated. He realizes that he made his life a lot
we get our inspiration and our
harder because he doesn't have a job and can't
strength and our life!
support his family anymore. This is important
because it also shows how money alienates people in
society, which is also seen in Araby.
Both of these stories show a theme of
alienation among social class lines. Both stories also
show that even if people try to break out of this, they still won't be recognized by the upper
class people. They are both met with harsh realities that humans are divided because they
are driven by money or recognition from others. The theme of alienation is important
because it is still relevant today. We, as humans, are divided among classes. Even if we aren't
all that diﬀerent, we make distinctions between each other on the basis of wealth as if
wealth measures happiness or understanding.

22

